SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 24 MARCH 2002 


This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin 
that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 CAT in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in 
English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and packet bulletin boards. 


In the news today: 

ZS6AKV RESIGNS AS COUNCILLOR 

SARL 80 m QSO PARTY 

2001 IARU HF CHAMPIONSHIPS 

GOOD NEWS FOR THE DXCC HUNTERS 

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items. 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office 
which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on 
how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities. 


The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute news re- 
garding Amateur Radio to sarlnews@hotmail.com. It will be highly appreciated 
if it is done in both Afrikaans and English. 


Now for the news in detail: 
ZS6AKV RESIGNS AS COUNCILLOR 


SARL council member Hans van de Groenendaal ZS6AKV resigned as councillor 
during the week. He has resigned to pursue other interests. Hans has already 
indicated some time ago that he intends resigning at the AGM in April, but 
decided to resign now to facilitate filling his portfolio. 


Hans will of course remain a member of the SARL and will still be responsible 
for the Intecnets and for the weekly Amateur Radio Mirror International. 


As an SARL member since 1960 - later an honourary life member, as a councillor 
for many years and as a former president of the SARL, Hans has made an 
enormous contribution to the South African Radio League. From the members 
and from council, thank you, Hans, for all the time you have made your skills, 
time and abilities available to the South African Radio League. We wish you 
success in your other interests. 


SARL AGM 


The Annual General Meeting of the SARL will be held on Saturday April 20 
in the National Amateur Radio Centre at Radiokop, Gauteng. The program, 


with motions and reports, have already been posted to members but it is also 
available on the web site of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za. Clubs are requested 
to download it from there and to discuss it with their members. 


SARL 80 m QSO PARTY 


The aim of these contests is to create an interest in and activity on the 80 m 
band. The first leg will be held on Thursday 04 April 2002 from 19:00 to 22:00 
CAT. Only frequencies in the segment 3600 to 3650 kHz may be used and it 
is a SSB contest. The exchange is Call sign, RS signal report, serial number 
commencing with 001, Grid Locator or QTH (Location). 


10 points are scored for every contact with a South African station and 15 points 
for every contact with a station outside South Africa. The address for contest 
entries is The Contest Committee, PO Box 21762, Bluff, 4036. E-mail enquiries 
to zsolp@sharksden.co.za. 


2001 IARU HF CHAMPIONSHIPS 


The results of the 2001 IARU HF Championships held on 14/15 July last year 
have been published in the March 2002 issue of QST. 

Nine South African call signs appear in the listings with Bernie Z54TX heading 
the list with 1 283 381 points. Others in the list are ZS5T, ZS6DDX, ZS1INF, 
ZS6WR, ZSOE, ZS5RON, ZS6SRL and ZS6HO. 

The organisers received 2105 logs from 105 DXCC entities covering 51 IARU 
zones and representing 1 150 000 QSO’s in 24 hours. The next IARU HF Cham- 
pionships will be held on 13/14 July 2002 concurrent with World Radiosport 
Team Championships. 


6-METRE OPENING LIVENS UP VHF/UHF CONTEST 


The SARL VHF/UHF contest experienced a excellent 6-meter opening into 
Europe on Saturday 16 March 2002 and many 6-meter contacts were made. It 
would seem that the opening favoured ZS4 and ZS6 with stations reporting 140 
plus contacts. Bernie ZS4TX operating from Lesotho indicates that he had close 
to 400 CW contacts during the afternoon and the Bloemfontein ARC reported 
that they worked 17 new countries and 67 new grid squares on 6 meters during 
the opening. 

LOG SHEETS FOR COMPETITIONS 

Participants of the SARL HF Field Day and the SARL VHF/UHF contest 
are requested to submit their logsheets and summaries to the organising com- 
mittees. For the HF Field Day it is Dennis Green ZS4BS, PO Box 12104, 
Brandhof, 9324 or zs4bsQnetactive.co.za and for the VHF/UHF contest to John 


Fielding ZS5JF, PO Box 256, MONTESEEL MCP, 3670, e-mail enquiries to 
johnf@futurenet.co.za. 


GOOD NEWS FOR THE DXCC HUNTERS 
The DXCC desk of the ARRL is now poised for quick application turnaround. 


According to ARRL Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7(NG ARRL’s 
DXCC Desk now is down to days in terms of application turnaround time. It 
was not long ago that DXCC hopefuls waited in line for more than two months 
to get their certificates or updates processed. Now, applications are taking 
approximately one week. At one time this past year, they were up to nearly a 
quarter million cards and about 2500 applications. 


The now much shorter DXCC wait time is primarily to the fact that additional 
staff members were brought aboard last summer, our winter. 


Mills said the DXCC Desk will begin offering the last of the single-band DXCC 
awards—for 30 meters. An official announcement is pending, but it’s expected 
the new award will debut October 1, 2002. Those planning to participate may 
send cards now to get a leg up on the new award. 


PCSAT REPORTED IN TROUBLE 


Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, reports that PCsat could be lost if ground controllers 
are not able to get the spacecraft into a positive power budget. He has asked 
all users to not digipeat via Pcsat until further notice. Bruninga said PCsat is 
resetting—and running the batteries dead—on every eclipse. 

“This is killing it, unless we are successful soon,” he said. 

Command stations in the Southern Hemisphere-where PCsat currently just en- 
counters the sun and the only place where a “low power” command would have 
any chance of recovering the spacecraft—are working to resolve the problem. 
“There is nothing we in the Northern Hemisphere can do other than turn our 
transmitters off, so as not to add to the power load,” he said. Built by midship- 
men from the US Naval Academy under Bruninga’s guidance and launched last 
September, PCsat is a 1200-baud APRS digipeater designed for use by hand- 
held transceivers or mobiles. Bruninga said command stations are on top of the 
situation, and he discouraged outside reports. 


SARL LONG SERVICE AWARDS 


In case you have not yet reacted to the SARL s call iro long service awards, 
members are kindly requested to send their callsign, name and date of joining the 
SARL without further delay by e-mail to QRM@intekom.co.za or per telephone 
to 021 460 3640. 


NEXT RAE 


Just a reminder that the next RAE takes place on Thursday 23 May at 19:00 
CAT. The closing date for entries is 16 April. 


CLUB NEWS 
BLOEMFONTEIN RAFFLE RESULTS 


The Bloemfontein ARC held the draw for the ICOM IC 2100H 2-metre rig 
and cell phone raffles. The winner of the cell phone is Miss Esme Buys of 


Bloemfontein and the IC 2100H goes to Johan Moolman ZS6AWL of Klerksdorp. 
Congratulations. 


SAATI MONTHLY MEETING 


The next SAATI monthly meeting will take place on Monday 25 March at the 
Centurion library in Cantonments Road, Centurion at 19:30. 

There will be a short talk by Louis ZR6ABC on Linux applications and the 
usual refreshments. All are welcome. 


SASOL RADIO CLUB CELEBRATES MARCONI DAY 


The Sasolburg Radio Club will be operating a special event station to celebrate 
Marconi Day on the 27th April from 08:00 till 20:00 CAT. The station will be 
erected at the lapa just south of the Excell filling station on the corner of DF 
Malan and JG Strydom drives. The station will be QRV on 2m, 6m, HF (30m, 
40m & 80m), packet radio and HF digital. The main object of the project is 
to make amateur radio known to the broad public. It will be appreciated if as 
many as possible amateurs pay a visit to the station. 


ZS6PTA FLEA MARKET 


The Pretoria amateur radio club wil hold its autumn flea market on Saturday 6 
April 2002. The flea market will be held at the usual place at the South Campus 
of the University of Pretoria. 

Please note the starting time is 12:00. 


Everyone is welcome to come and visit the biggest flea market in Southern Africa. 
Phone Almero ZR6RY on (012) 567 3722 or 082 414 5164 if you want to book 
a table or if you need directions to the flea market. 


SARLNEWS thanks all contributors, individuals, clubs and other organizations 
for contributions to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably relay the bul- 
letins. 


This bulletin was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by..........from ....as a 
service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 21560, 
9750 and 7082 kHz and 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz. ARMI is sponsored by 
Telkom and Sentech. 


At noon on Sundays the SARL President s net is on the air on 7082 kHz. 
You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. 
Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


